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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)                                                        
“To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event… the mutual friendships 
which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many instances 
cemented by the blood of the parties…”







The American 
Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 
★ established our republic, 
★ created our national identity, 
★ and articulated our highest ideals—

 freedom, liberty, equality, civic responsibility, and
 natural and civil rights.



“THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION DID NOT COMPLETE THE WORK 
OF CREATING A TRULY FREE SOCIETY, which requires overcoming 
layers of  social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of  
institutionalized oppression that have accumulated over many 
centuries, as well as eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed 
that support them. One of  the fundamental challenges of  a political 
order based on principles of  universal right is that it empowers 
ignorant, bigoted, callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same 
way it empowers the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political 
progress in free societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with 
periods of  energetic change interspersed with periods of  inaction or 
even retreat. THE WISEST OF OUR REVOLUTIONARIES UNDERSTOOD 
THIS and anticipated that creating a truly free society would take 
many generations.”



Freedom: The Enduring Importance of  the American Revolution

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/freedom/




January 6 – South Carolina Teachers Workshop, Georgetown SC 
“The American Cause… is the Cause of Liberty” 

February 8 – Virginia Teachers Workshop, Richmond VA 
“Revolutionary Reflections: Lafayette & the Legacy of the American Revolution”

March  20-22 – National Council for History Education, St. Louis MO
“Revolutionary Roots in St. Louis: the Battles of San Carlos & Cahokia…”

2025 Professional Development

July 13 – 19
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Objectives for the Next 20 
Minutes!

● An Introduction to the Life and 
Significance of John Laurens

● The Relevance of John Laurens 
for Today’s Students

● Overview of Lesson Plan
Pocket watch owned by Richard Clough Anderson Richard Powis, London 1776. Gift of 
Isabel Anderson, 1938 from the Collection of The Society of the Cincinnati. Image available 
at https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/discover-the-collections/silver-metalwork/



Today’s Theme 
“The American Cause . . . is the Cause of Liberty” 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that 
all men are created equal, 

that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, 

that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.

That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed.



Under the auspices of tyranny the life of the 
subject is often sported with, and the fruits of 
his daily toil are consumed in oppressive 
taxes, that serve to gratify the ambition, 
avarice, and lusts of his superiors. Every 
court minion riots in the spoils of the honest 
laborer, and despises the hand by which he is 
fed. The page of history is replete with 
instances that loudly warn us to beware of 
slavery.
                       Alexander Hamilton

"A Full Vindication of the Measures of Congress" (1774)
Alexander Hamilton, Major General of the Armies of the United 
States of America, Secretary of the Treasury, &c. &c. William 
Rollinson, engraver; after Archibald Robertson, artist. New York: 
Published at the Columbia Academy of Painting, 1804. The Society 
of the Cincinnati, Purchased with a gift from a private foundation







I think that we Americans at least in the 
Southern Colonies cannot contend with a 
good grace, for Liberty, until we shall have 
enfranchised our Slaves. How can we 
whose Jealousy has been alarm’d more at 
the Name of Oppression sometimes than at 
the Reality, reconcile to our spirited 
Assertions of the Rights of Mankind, the 
galling abject slavery of our negroes. 

John Laurens to his friend Francis Kinloch in an 
April 12, 1776 letter (Document #1 in Source Set #1)



1754 Born in Charles Town.

1770 Mother died in childbirth.

1771 
to 

1777

Studied in England and Switzerland, married, and returned to 
America before the birth of his daughter Fanny.

1777 
to 

1779

Joined Washington’s staff and participated in the Battles of 
Brandywine, Germantown, and Monmouth. During the winter at 
Valley Forge, he began to write to his father Henry Laurens, the 
President of the Continental Congress, about his black regiment 
plan. In return for their service, African Americans who would 
be emancipated once the Revolution was concluded.

1779
Returned to South Carolina with Congress’s recommendation for 
plan. General Assembly rejected Laurens’s plan in July.
Participated in unsuccessful siege of Savannah.

A Brief Timeline of the Life of John Laurens 



1780
General Assembly rejected his plan again. 
Charles Town surrendered to British in May. 
John paroled in June and exchanged in November.

1781

Went to France to work with Benjamin Franklin to get more 
money and supplies from French government.
Returned in September and joined Alexander Hamilton at 
Yorktown to successfully capture redoubt No. 10, leading to the 
British surrender on October 19. 
Wife died sometime in the Fall, but news didn’t reach John until 
1782. Laurens headed back to South Carolina.

1782 Tried unsuccessfully once again as an active member of the 
General Assembly to get his plan regiment plan passed, this time 
using the slaves from confiscated estates of Loyalists. 
Served under General Greene.
On August 27, died when he recklessly attacked a British foraging 
force near the Combahee River. He was buried at a nearby 
plantation owned by the Stock family. 
Ten years later, his body was interred in a plot next to his father 
on Mepkin plantation where he remains today. 



Why is a Lesson on John Laurens’s Black 
Regiment Plan Important to Teach?

● Students are interested in the story of race, and 
social justice is an important theme in US history, 
especially the American Revolution.

● The Broadway musical Hamilton has introduced 
John Laurens as a proponent of social justice. 
However, this lesson offers a more nuanced 
understanding Laurens, slavery, and the ideal of 
liberty in the American Revolution. 

● South Carolina’s history is often painted 
negatively because of enslavement, the 
Civil War, and long-lasting white opposition 
to racial equality. John Laurens, the Grimke 
Sisters, and Judge J. Waties Waring show 
different perspectives than the picture 
painted in the popular narrative.



Hook and Introduction of Lesson
Display the following quote from the Declaration of Independence: 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to 
secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed.

Small group or whole class discussion of:
● What does the quote mean?
● What are specific rights that would fall under “Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness”?
● What groups of people did not have these rights at the time of the 

Revolution?

Share with the students that a contemporary of the Declaration’s author 
Thomas Jefferson was a South Carolinian named John Laurens. 



Have students read a Timeline of the Life of John Laurens.



Need a Shorter Timeline 
for Your Students to 

Read?



Divide students into SIX (6) groups. They 
will collaboratively complete the Guided 
Reading Assignment for their document 
set:

● Source Set #1: Henry and John 
Laurens’s Views of Slavery

● Source Set #2: John Laurens’s Black 
Regiment Plan and Henry Laurens’s 
Initial Reaction

● Source Set #3: John Laurens’s 
Defense of His Plan

● Source Set #4: Henry Laurens’s 
Concerns

● Source Set #5: Reactions of the 
Continental Congress and the South 
Carolina Government 

● Source Set #6: John Laurens’s Final 
Attempt with the South Carolina 
Government 



Arthur 
Middleton

Edward Rutledge

Aedanus 
Burke

David Ramsay



George 
Washington

Nathanael Greene

Alexander 
Hamilton

William Henry Drayton





Explain that each group is going to create a 
broadside incorporating the major points of 
their documents. 

A broadside was a large poster publicly 
advertising an opportunity or promoting a 
viewpoint on a topic.

Show students “Yorkshire Light-Dragoons” 
broadside and a Yorkshire Light-Dragoons 
Broadside Context and Vocabulary Guide 
as an example. 





Give each group a copy of the 
John Laurens Broadside 
Instructions and Rubric. 

Each group will then create a 
broadside that explains its source 
set topic and incorporates short 
key quotes. 



Examples of Student-Created Broadsides



Examples of Student-Created Broadsides



After all groups have completed their broadsides, 
students will engage in a gallery walk of the 
broadsides. As they rotate to each one, they will 
answer three key questions on the handout John 
Laurens Broadsides Gallery Walk:

● What were John Laurens’s beliefs about the 
rights of African Americans?

● How did John Laurens want to promote the 
ideals of liberty for enslaved African 
Americans?

● What obstacles to his ideas and plan did John 
Laurens face?  

Conclude with a class discussion of the questions 
they answered during the gallery walk.

Note: Not my students!



Time Needed
Lesson as Written - About 5-6 Days

What!!!!



A Suggestion to Abbreviate It
Use the same Hook/Introduction and Timeline 
of the Life of John Laurens. I also have a 
shorter one-page timeline available.

Then, instead of six groups examining all the 
document sets, have students work in small 
groups analyzing only Document Set #3. John’s 
February 2, 1778 letter to his father Henry 
(Document #7) explains both his defense and 
Henry’s concerns. 

Next, students can examine the “Yorkshire 
Light-Dragoons” broadside and a Yorkshire 
Light-Dragoons Broadside Context and 
Vocabulary Guide. 

Finally, students can create a broadside 
using Document #7 using John Laurens 
Broadside Instructions and Rubric.



8.2.CO: Compare the motives and demographics of loyalists and 
patriots within South Carolina and the colonies.
8.2.CE: Explain the economic, political, and social factors 
surrounding the American Revolution.
8.2.CX: Contextualize the roles of various groups of South 
Carolinians as the colonies moved toward becoming an 
independent nation.
8.2.E: Utilize a variety of primary and secondary sources to 
analyze multiple perspectives on the development of democracy in 
South Carolina and the United States.

USHC.1.CE: Assess the major 
developments of the American 
Revolution through significant 
turning points in the debates 
over independence and 
self-government from 
1763–1791. 

4.2.CO: Compare the roles of marginalized 
groups [free and enslaved people of African 
descent, Native Americans, and women] during 
the American Revolution. 

South Carolina Social Studies College-and Career-Ready Standards 



Further Reading

Massey, G. D. (2000). John Laurens 
and the American Revolution. 
University of South Carolina Press.

Weir, R. M. (1976, April). Portrait of a hero. American 
Heritage, 27(3), 16-19, 86-88. Digitally available at 
https://www.americanheritage.com/portrait-hero

https://www.americanheritage.com/portrait-hero


Questions 
(if time allows)

timothyhicks1066@gmail.com 

(803) 351-7274

mailto:timothyhicks1066@gmail.com


The Stamp Act: Colonial Protest and the Road to Independence



Driving Questions
1. Why did colonists reject the Stamp Act?
2. How did colonists protest the Stamp Act? 
3. What form of protest was most effective in the repeal of the Stamp Act in 

1766? Why?



British National 
Debt

Year Size of National 
debt (£ millions)

1690 0

1700 20

1710 60

1720 60

1730 50

1740 50

1756 70

1763 140

B. Mitchell & P. Dean. (1962). Abstract of British Historical 
..……Statistics. Cambridge, p. 401-402



“[The Stamp Act] has caused such a 
Disturbance throughout the whole 
Continent, that all the Distributors of the 
stamp Paper have been obliged to resign 
their Offices, the Court of Justice all shut up, 
and in short almost all Business at a 
Stand”... the “Power of our Mother Country 
may think proper to repeal that Act; for 
should it take Place, as we are still so 
burdened with the heavy Taxes from the late 
War, which it is with the utmost Difficulty 
that the People can pay, I can see no 
Prospect but the inevitable Ruin to this 
Colony.”

Booth, Thomas. Letter to Reverend Richard Collinson. November 1765. Society of    
..……Cincinnati Collections, Anderson House Library, Washington, D.C.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1zCc5aVGx17sLfxMCM_HkRnT--gJJctMq-nJqkoARrtw/edit?usp=sharing


Bullion, John. A Great and Necessary Measure: George Grenville and the Genesis of .the 
…….Stamp Act, 1763-1765. Columbia: University Missouri Press, 1982. 

Dickinson, John. Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania. Philadelphia: T. and J. Swords, 
…….1768; New York: The Outlook Company, 1903.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QrefGg8qgyg1_NL_Yjm79wf6_c3HGyqO8F_iderZdq0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1H8py8RDyES41wtCOLhqWHY04ca2YhgJKGgRn6cr0O_Q/edit?usp=sharing


Chodowiecki, Daniel. The Americans oppose the Stamp Act and burn the stamp 
……...paper sent to America from England in Boston in August [1765]. Etching. 
……...Berlin, 1784. Society of the Cincinnati, Washington, D.C.

A new method of macarony making, as practised at Boston in North America. 
……...Mezzotint. London: Printed for Carington Bowles, 1774. Society of the 
……...Cincinnati, Washington, D.C.

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll5/id/206/rec/1
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll5/id/286/rec/3


Jigsaw Primary Source 
Analysis

Stamp Act Resolutions, October 19, 1765

South Carolina Gazette Article, October 19, 
1765

New York Merchants Non-importation 
Agreement, October 31, 1765

Letter from Henry Laurens, Victim of the 
Mob, October 23, 1765

The Examination of Doctor Benjamin 
Franklin by Parliament Relating to the 
Repeal of the Stamp Act, January 1766



Quotations from George Washington
From a letter to his cousin, James Mercer, dated November 
19, 1765:

“The opposition to the Stamp Act has 
been most violent, and the passions of the 
people are inflamed to such a degree that 
I fear the consequences will be dire. The 
damage done to property and the threats 
against individuals involved in the 
enforcement of the Act are deeply 
troubling.” – George Washington
Washington, George. Letter to James Mercer. November 19, 1765. In The .Papers of 
……...George Washington: Colonial Series, vol. 4, edited by W.W. Abbot and Dorothy 
……...Twohig. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1998.

From a letter to his brother, Augustine Washington, June 16, 
1769

“If we submit to the present taxation, it 
will be a great disappointment to the 
people and will eventually lead to armed 
resistance, which I believe will be 
necessary if our rights continue to be 
ignored. It is better to defend our liberties 
through peaceful means, but we must be 
prepared to take up arms if all else fails.” – 
George Washington 
Washington, George. Letter to Augustine Washington. June 16, 1769. In The Papers 
……...of George Washington: Colonial Series, vol. 7, edited by W.W. Abbot and 
……...Dorothy Twohig. Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1994.



Creating a 
Broadside

Each broadside should have: 

1. Attractive heading
2. Paragraph argument that the Stamp Act is 

unjustified

Ex. The stamp act is wrong because [ two 
pieces of evidence] 

3. Argument concerning the utility of violence

Ex. Violence is not justified because 
[evidence]; Violence is justified because 
[evidence].

4. Contract to join agreement Non-Importation 
Movement or vigilante protest movement

Ex. The terms of participating are…

5. Space for participants to sign

United States. Continental Congress. The Invitation of the Continental 
……...Congress, to Their Brethren Who Are Sons of Liberty and 
……...Seamen, to Engage in the Defence of the Liberties of America. 
……...Philadelphia: s.n., 1775. The Society of Cincinnati, Washington, 
……...D.C. 

Creating a Broadside

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll7/id/28/rec/1


Sons of Liberty, We Need People
No Taxation without Representation!

The British Parliament is taxing us for 
everything we have and we didnʼt even get to 
say anything about it. They are going to keep 
taxing us till we are broke. They need to repeal 
the Stamp Act. We have tried talking but they do 
not want to listen. So us, the Sons of Liberty, 
have decided to take matters into our own 
hands… Tax collectors or people who side with 
the British will be punished. 

The best way to protest the Stamp Act is 
through violence because the tax collectors are 
going to become scared from activities like 
harassing them or destroying their private 
property. People like tax collectors or civilians 
who pay the tax will eventually become scared 
and will not follow the law. So Britain will not get 
their money [and will repeal the Stamp Act]. 

Sign below to join!



Join or Die

We feel that it isnʼt fair for [Britain] to tax 
us without our consent. We as the colonists 
[donʼt] think it is fair that [they] are taking our 
money because [they] are in debt… [They] are 
taxing us without our consent, taking money 
out of our checks to pay for [their] mistakes. 
We [werenʼt] there to give the okay to tax us. 
So that is why we think the Stamp Act is wrong.

We feel a violent protest is necessary… 
because when people live in fear, they donʼt do 
their jobs effectively, and if tax collectors canʼt 
do their jobs the British cannot pay off any of 
their debt from the French and Indian War. This 
will make the Parliament repeal the Act. 



No Tax
The Stamp Act was wrong because [the 

British Parliament] taxed us without our consent 
or agreement. The Act included fees for 
everything such as playing cards, newspapers, 
and dice. 

We should boycott british goods to 
encourage them to change their 
minds.Non-violent protest is more effective than 
violent [protest] because it convinces people 
rather than force them not to buy goods like 
paper, tea, and sugar. We are trying to convince 
others to not buy these goods because if we do 
not buy these goods the British won't have taxes. 
If they donʼt have their tax money, they will not be 
able to pay their debt from the French and Indian 
War. More people will agree to do this on their 
own if we do not use violence to force them. 

Join the Non-importation Agreement!

Damage**



1. Discuss theories of natural rights during the Enlightenment on Day One
2. Discuss the Magna Carta and conceptions of the British constitution on 

Day One
3. Discuss how protest methods during the 1760s and 1770s mirror modern 

day resistance movements, including the Modern Civil Rights Movement

Reflections for the Future



Concluding Remarks 



The Siege of Charles Town
By

Rikki Davenport
Moultrie Middle School

Charleston County, South Carolina
Lesson Plan

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-revolutionary-war/siege-of-charleston-1780/


Bell Ringer

Make a mind map for the word siege. 





It’s Spring of 1780, Charles Town 
is under siege. 

As a Patriot Army, what is your 
plan to defend the city?

As a British Army, what is your 
plan to take the city?

Use the map to illustrate your 
plans. Use red for the British 
plans, use blue for the Patriot 
plans.



Task Directions
• In your small group, study the map of the Charleston peninsula. 
• Take on the role of the British Navy or the Patriot troops on Fort 

Sullivan.
• Use red and blue pens to show your plans on the map. 
• If British: Why do you want Charleston? What is your plan of attack? 

What advantages do you have? What obstacles might you face? Who 
are your commanders? How confident are you of your success?

• If Patriot: What is your plan of defense? Who fights with you? What 
advantages do you have? What obstacles might you face? Who are 
your commanders? How confident are you of your of success?

• Prepare to present your plans and sway people to support your 
cause. 



Allow students to 
present their plans 
and mark up the map 
on the projection 
screen. 





Our school





More on Horn Work

https://www.ccpl.org/charleston-time-machine/horn-work-marion-squares-tabby-fortress








Key Conflicts in South Carolina

• Siege of Charles Town 
• Battle of Camden 
• Battle of Cowpens 
• Battle of Kings Mountain 



Assignment
• Research an assigned SC battle.

– cause, key people, location, date, main events, result, impact on the 
war

• Create a script and at least six illustrations.

• Use the paper stripe to draw your images in the order of your 
script. Be neat, use color, be accurate to the history and script.

• Build a historiscope. video

• Make a 1-2 minute video of your historiscope with narration. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LWXbmDkhc5w


"The Historiscope: A Panorama & History of America" [Valley Forge]
Milton Bradley & Co., Springfield, Massachusetts ca.1860-1890 
The Society of the Cincinnati, The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection





Siege of Charles Town, 1780


