
The Soul of America: The Challenges of Teaching 
The American Revolution In The 21st Century



“A primary object should be the education of our youth in 
the science of government.”



“We hold these truths to be self evident….”



The legacy of the American Revolution and all of its gains in 
the name of liberty and equality is in jeopardy today….



And at home our democracy is being threatened from within by  
extremists….tearing at the fabric of our nation. 



“An informed patriotism is what we want.”



Time? LOL! 



The Culture of Schooling….Not Learning.



“For God’s sake boys, don’t give up the hill!” 
-Colonel James Williams, October 7th, 1780



   Should we not know whether the next generation 
understands the duties and responsibilities of being a 
citizen?



Long hours, low Pay, large class sizes, and unresponsive 
leaders equals an exodus from teaching. 



What was Custer thinking about at Little Bighorn? Ask a teacher.





Action Item One
Insist on teacher input when crafting laws 
that govern how history is taught. Those who 
stand in the classroom must have a voice.



Action Item Two
Demand a testing system that serves 
students and teachers rather than 
bureaucracies by giving us data that can be 
used to improve instruction. 



Action Item Three
Revise history standards to include 
meaningful study of the American 
Revolution and wars that shaped our 
nation—not as rote memorization, but as 
lessons in courage, sacrifice, and resilience.



Action Item Four
Require mastery of the U.S. Citizenship test as a 
graduation requirement, ensuring every student 
understands what it means to be an American.



Action Item Five
Expand history education by adding two 
years of U.S. History in middle and high 
school and standardizing history instructional 
time in elementary schools.



Action Item Six
Empower teachers by restoring classroom 
autonomy and fostering innovation. Give 
them the freedom to inspire a love of 
learning.
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"Anna Maria Lane, Commendation and Pension Award 
from William H. Cabell, 1808," Document Bank of  Virginia, 
https://edu.lva.virginia.gov/dbva/items/show/255.

State Historical Marker placed in honor of  Anna Maria 
Lane in Richmond, VA, Capitol Square in 1997.

Frontispiece and title page from The Female Review: or, Memoirs of  an 
American Young Lady “A Citizen of  Massachusetts” [Herman Mann]. 
Dedham, Mass.: Nathaniel and Benjamin Heaton, for the Author. 
1797. The Society of  the Cincinnati, The Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection.



Woodcut detail from Molly 
Gutridge, A new touch on the 
times: Well adapted to the 
distressing situation of  every 
sea-port town (Danvers, MA: 
Ezekiel Russell, 1779). 
New-York Historical Society 
Library.

Moll Pitcher at the Battle of  Monmouth [engraving] By D.M. Carter, artist, and John Rogers, 
engraver. (New York: Martin, Johnson & Co., 1856). The Society of  the Cincinnati Library.



A Map of  such parts of  Georgia and South Carolina as tend to illustrate the Progress and Operations of  the British Army. By Thomas Kitchin (London: R. 
Baldwin, 1780. The Society of  the Cincinnati, The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection.



The sentiments of  an American 
woman. On the commencement of  
actual war, the women of  
America manifested a firm 
resolution to contribute as much 
as could depend on them, to the 
deliverance of  their country. 
Recalling the patriotism of  women 
of  o. Philadelphia, 1780. Pdf. 
https://www.loc.gov/item/
2020769022/.

“Who, amongst us, will not renounce 
with the highest pleasure, these vain 
ornaments, when she shall consider 
that the valiant defenders of  America 
will be able to draw some advantage 
from the money which she may have 
laid out in these; that they will be 
better defended from the rigours of  
the seasons, that after their painful 
toils, they will receive some 
extraordinary and unexpected relief; 
that these presents will perhaps be 
valued by them at a greater price, 
when they will have it in their power 
to say: This is the offering of  the Ladies.”



 “The shirts and linen, which you, 
Madam, and the other ladies so 
benevolently provided for    the 
Maryland troops, under General 
Greene, are yet with this army, 
owing to the late     movements of  
Lord Cornwallis…. But, it    is 
difficult to say, where there is so 
much to praise on both sides, 
which we should most    admire; 
the little army that behaves so 
gallantly, or the ladies who send 
it so essential relief…” 



“even the ladies, in many instances, 
gave a glorious example of  female 
fortitude. They submitted patiently to 
inconveniences never before felt, to 
hardships they had never expected; 
and wept in secret the miseries of  
their country, and their separation 
from their tenderest connexions, with 
whom they were forbidden all 
intercourse, and were not permitted 
the soft alleviation of  the exchange of  
letters. With becoming dignity, they 
had secluded themselves from the 
gaieties of  the city; and refused on all 
occasions, to partake of  any 
amusements in company with British 
officers...”



“In offering this work to the public, it is due to the 
reader no less than the writer, to say something of  the 
extreme difficulty which has been found in obtaining 
materials sufficiently reliable for a record designed to be 
strictly authentic.”

By Unknown author - American 
Female Poets anthology (found at 
[www.librarycompany.org/women/po
rtraits/osgood.htm 
librarycompany.org]), Public Domain, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/in
dex.php?curid=3614549

“Patriotic mothers nursed the 
infancy of  freedom. Their 
counsels and their prayers 
mingled with the deliberations 
that resulted in a nation's 
assertion of  its independence. 
They animated the courage, and 
confirmed the self-devotion of  
those who ventured all in the 
common cause.”



“The daring exploit of  two women in Ninety-Six District, furnishes an instance of  
courage as striking as any remembered among the traditions of  South Carolina.”









www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org 

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
http://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/


The Saga and Legacy of 
Revolutionary War Veteran 

Andrew Wallace

Andrew Outten
Historical Programs Manager



Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts



Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts

“I assure you that I feel, as an 
American, too grateful for those 
brave fellows who shed their 
blood in securing the liberties of  
our now happy country…I will 
with pleasure paint his portrait, 
that it may accompany your 
biographical sketch of  him so that 
he may reap a pecuniary advantage 
from its publication.”
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Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall & The Society of the Cincinnati
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