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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)                                                        
“To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event… the mutual friendships 
which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many instances 
cemented by the blood of the parties…”







The American 
Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 
★ established our republic, 
★ created our national identity, 
★ and articulated our highest ideals—

 freedom, liberty, equality, civic responsibility, and
 natural and civil rights.



“THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION DID NOT COMPLETE THE WORK 
OF CREATING A TRULY FREE SOCIETY, which requires overcoming 
layers of  social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of  
institutionalized oppression that have accumulated over many 
centuries, as well as eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed 
that support them. One of  the fundamental challenges of  a political 
order based on principles of  universal right is that it empowers 
ignorant, bigoted, callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same 
way it empowers the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political 
progress in free societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with 
periods of  energetic change interspersed with periods of  inaction or 
even retreat. THE WISEST OF OUR REVOLUTIONARIES UNDERSTOOD 
THIS and anticipated that creating a truly free society would take 
many generations.”



Freedom: The Enduring Importance of  the American Revolution

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/freedom/




January 6 – South Carolina Teachers Workshop, Georgetown SC 
“The American Cause… is the Cause of Liberty” 

February 8 – Virginia Teachers Workshop, Richmond VA 
“Revolutionary Reflections: Lafayette & the Legacy of the American Revolution”

March  20-22 – National Council for History Education, St. Louis MO
“Revolutionary Roots in St. Louis: the Battles of San Carlos & Cahokia…”

2025 Professional Development

July 13 – 19
MASTER TEACHERS 

SEMINAR
Washington, DC























Receipt of Pay for Dick Freedom 
Hartford: 
Committee of the Pay Table, 
Connecticut Treasury Department
June 7, 1782
The Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection, 
The American Revolution Institute of 
the Society of the Cincinnati
 
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digit
al/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721


FOURTH CONNECTICUT REGIMENT
Dick Freedom (Wallingford) 1778-83
Cuff Liberty (Middletown) 1777-83

� Battle of Germantown (1777)

� Defense of Ft. Mifflin (1777)

� Valley Forge encampment (1777-78)

� Battle of Monmouth (1778)

� Storming of Stony Point (1779)

� all-Black Second Company formed (1780-1781)

� deployed w/First Rhode Island Regiment (1781-82)

� Yorktown Campaign (1781)
Black Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial preliminary figure, Ed Dwight, 1992
The American Revolution Institute of the Society of the Cincinnati
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721


The Revolution at Play

Rachel Nellis

Research Services Librarian

rnellis@societyofthecincinnati.org



Siege of Quebec



The New Game of the American Revolution
Benjamin Thayer, Lithographer
Boston: Published by L. Burge: Sold also by J.G. Hovey, 1844



Mansion of 
Happiness, 1843



Rules of the Game

Image of a teetotum
From Every Boy’s Book: a Complete 
Encyclopaedia of Sports and 
Amusements, by E. Routledge, ed. 1881.

1. Boys Playing Soldier, may go forward to No. 7.
2. Those who possess PATRIOTISM, VALOR, or GENEROSITY, are entitled to advance 4 

towards the goal.
3. The RAW RECRUIT, must march to No. 10.
4. SOLDIERS ON THE MARCH, will advance to No. 13.
5. SOLDIERS KEEPING GUARD, may go to No. 18.
6. THE WHIPPING-POST, MILITARY EXECUTION, PRISON-SHIP, HOPE, PENSION 

OFFICE, and the different events of the Revolution, are to be regarded merely as resting 
places in the struggle for freedom.

7. Whoever wishes to do BATTLE for his country, can go to No. 24.
8. Those who have HUMANITY or CHARITY, can advance 3 toward goal.
9. Whoever becomes a THIEF, must be sent to the whipping post and whipped. 

10. The CAVALRY, will trot to No. 29.
11. Whoever is guilty of SLEEPING ON GUARD, must remain at his post one round.
12. The ARTILLERY, will march to No. 40.
13. PRISONERS OF WAR, must be taken to the Prisonship, and confined one round.
14. Whoever becomes a DESERTER, must be taken to No. 38, and shot, and then commence 

the game again.
15. SOLDIERS RETREATING, must go back to No. 44.
16. The DISABLED SOLDIER, will go to No. 56, and receive a pension.
17. Whoever arrives first at No. 60, THE LAND OF FREEDOM AND PLENTY, wins the 

game, but if he throws over, he may go back to No. 50 and spin again in turn—if he again 
goes beyond, he must return to Hope, and in turn proceed as usual, and should he not 
then obtain the prize, he will not be required to go back farther than Hope, and the 
proceed as before.





“Playing Soldier”



Battles:

Battle of Lexington, April 19, 1775

Ticonderoga Taken, May 10, 1775

Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775

Attack on Quebec, December 5, 1775

Attack on Sullivan’s Island, June 1776

Battle of Long Island, August 27, 1776

Battle of Trenton, December 25, 1776

Attack on Princeton, January 1, 1777

Battle of Brandywine, September 11, 1777

Attack on Germantown, October 4, 1777

Battle of Bennington, August 16, 1777

Battle of Stillwater [Saratoga], October 7, 1777

Battle of Monmouth, June 28, 1778

Attack on Savannah, December 1778

Reduction of Stony Point, July 15, 1779

Battle of Camden, August 16, 1780

Battle of the Cowpens, January 17, 1781

Battle of Guilford Court House, March 8, 1781

Battle of Eutaw Springs, September 8, 1781

Events:

Stamp Act, March 22, 1765

Tea Party, 1773

Boston Port Bill, June 1, 1774

Genl. Washington takes command of the Army, July 2, 1775

Evacuation of Boston, Mach 17, 1776

Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1776

Articles of Confederation, October 4, 1776

Surrender of Burgoyne, October 17, 1777

Treaty with France, Signed February 6, 1778

Arrival of Count d’Estang, July 1, 1778

Capitulation of Charleston, May 11, 1780

Capture of Andre, September 22, 1780

Surrender of Cornwallis, October 19, 1781

Treaty of Peace Signed, September 30, 1783

Disbanding the Army, November 3, 1783

Washington takes leave of his officers, November 1783

Washington resigns his commission, December 23, 1783





Historiscope: A Panorama & History of America

Israel Putnam Valley Forge



“A Complete Panorama of America!”

Lexington and Concord



The Battle of Bunker’s Hill, June 17, 1775
John Trumbull
1786
Yale University Art Gallery





Directions to the 
Proprietor of the 
Historiscope.



Historiscope Scenes

13. Boston Tea Party, 1773

14. Battles of Lexington and Concord, 1775

15. Battle of Bunker Hill, 1775

16. Bunker Hill monument, completed in 1842

17. George Washington on horseback

18. Siege of Quebec, 1775

19. Battle of Fort Moultrie, South Carolina, 1776

20. State House in Philadelphia

21. George Washington and the American army at Valley Forge,         
1777-1778

22. Israel Putnam at Horseneck, Connecticut, 1779

23. The arrest of Major John Andre near West Point, 1780

24. Cornwallis surrendering after the Siege of Yorktown, Virginia, 1781

1. American Indians gathered in front of teepees dressed as bulls 
and bears

2. Christopher Columbus landing in the West Indies, 1492

3. Discovery of the Mississippi River by Hernando de Soto, 1541

4. Discovery of the Hudson River by Henry Hudson, 1609

5. Pocahontas saving John Smith at Jamestown, ca. 1608

6. Landing of the Pilgrims in Massachusetts, 1620

7. View of colonial New York City (then New Amsterdam), 1624

8. William Penn's Treaty with the Indians, 1683

9. Roger Williams with the Narragansett Indians, ca. 1637

10. A "palisaded" house to protect against Indians

11. A block house to protect against Indians

12. Joseph Wadsworth hiding the Connecticut charter in the Charter 
Oak, 1687



The Surrender of CornwallisThe Boston Tea Party



Bunker Hill Monument and George Washington on a horse



Battle of Fort Moultrie







The Revolution at Play

Rachel Nellis
rnellis@societyofthecincinnati.org 

mailto:rnellis@societyofthecincinnati.org


EXPLORING INDIGENOUS 
PERSPECTIVES IN THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

LESSONS FROM THE ONEIDA AND VIRGINIA'S INDIGENOUS 

PEOPLES

Anne Walker
Prince William County Public Schools



MASTER TEACHERS SEMINAR 

● The Thirteenth Annual Master 
Teachers Seminar, to be held 
from July 13-19, 2025, will focus on 
the four major achievements of the 
American Revolution—our 
independence, our republic, our 
national identity and our highest 
ideals.

● Apply online

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/professional-development/master-teachers-seminar/master-teachers-seminar-application/


AMERICA’S FIRST ALLIES: 
THE ONEIDA INDIAN 
NATION
Lesson 1 Speech of the Chiefs and 
Warriors of the Oneida Tribe of 
Indians from the Pennsylvania 
Magazine 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/


AMERICA’S FIRST 
ALLIES: THE ONEIDA 
INDIAN NATION

Lesson 2  The Proclamation of 1763 
and the Impact on the Oneidas

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/americas-first-allies-the-oneida-indian-nation/


VIRGINIA HUMANITIES K-12 
EDUCATOR FELLOWSHIP

● Applications open until March 1. Apply here
● A nine-month long paid research fellowship that allows you to explore 

topics you are passionate about.
● See examples of learning experiences created by Virginia Fellows

https://edu.virginiahumanities.org/2024/01/22/k-12-educator-applications-now-open/
https://edu.virginiahumanities.org/experiences/




WHERE WERE VIRGINIA’S INDIGENOUS DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION?

AN INQUIRY INTO VIRGINIA’S INDIGENOUS POPULATION DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

● Lesson 1: Virginia Geography during the American Revolution
● Lesson 2: The Nottoway and Spotswood Treaty of 1713-1714
● Lesson 3: Dragging Canoe and Cherokee Resistance
● Lesson 4: Notes on the State of Virginia and Land Speculation 

(Jefferson’s Relationship with Virginia’s Indigenous)
● Lesson 5: The “Cherokee Reply to the Commissioners of North 

Carolina and Virginia, 1777”
● Lesson 6: Forgotten Patriots



AT LEAST ONE OF THESE MEN WAS AN INDIGENOUS SOLDIER 
DURING THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. WHICH ONE?

Thomas Baker  John Bird
James Brown  Lewis Denry

Oliver Griffin  Charles Harmon
Robin Loyd  Robert Marsh

Ambrose Month  Robert Mursh
Charles Pierpont  Billy Puinn

Alexander Quaker  Joseph Tyler



TIMELINE OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSIONS
1765 to 1783 The Continental Congress provides pensions to soldiers disabled in the war and 
no longer able to provide for themselves or their family.

1771 Continental Congress stops issuing pay to soldiers, as the value of the Continental 
continued to decline

1781  Congress offers service pensions to officers promising half-pay for life to officers who 
served to the end of the war. 

Act of 1818: Continental Line soldiers are eligible to apply for federal pensions. 

  A soldier who was 20 in 1776 was 42 years old in 1818.

Act of 1820: Continental Line soldiers are eligible to apply for pensions with a new requirement 
to prove financial need. 

  A soldier who was 20 in 1776 was 44 years old in 1820.



TIMELINE OF REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSIONS
Act of 1832: Eligibility was lowered to at least six months of service, making militia service eligible. 
Militias are associated with state governments. Because militias didn’t receive formal signed paper 
discharges like the Continental Army and records were incomplete, in addition to documentation 
applicants were required to appear before a Court of Record to provide oral testimony about their 
service, corroborated by at least one credible witness. 

A soldier who was 20 in 1776 was 56 years old in 1832.

Act of 1836: For a widow to be eligible for a pension, she had to have been married to a veteran 
before the war ended in 1783. Widows were required to appear before a Court of Record, provide 
oral testimony about their husband's service, present proof of the marriage, and corroborate stories 
with credible witnesses.

A woman who was 20 in 1776 was 60 years old in 1836.

March 3, 1855 Any soldier or sailor who had served in any American war since 1790 was entitled to 
a certificate of warrant for 160 acres of land so long as they had not deserted or been dishonorably 
discharged. The widow and/or minor child or children were entitled to receive a certificate or 
warrant that the deceased person had been entitled to receive. For the first time Indigenous men 
were included. 

 A soldier who was 20 in 1776 was 79 years old in 1855.



The Saga and Legacy of 
Revolutionary War Veteran 

Andrew Wallace

Andrew Outten
Historical Programs Manager



Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts



Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts

“I assure you that I feel, as an 
American, too grateful for those 
brave fellows who shed their 
blood in securing the liberties of  
our now happy country…I will 
with pleasure paint his portrait, 
that it may accompany your 
biographical sketch of  him so that 
he may reap a pecuniary advantage 
from its publication.”



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall & The Society of the Cincinnati



The Society of the Cincinnati



The Society of the CincinnatiCollection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall The Society of the Cincinnati



The Society of the Cincinnati

Sullivan

Stirling

Stephen

The Society of the Cincinnati



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall



Library of Congress



The Society of the Cincinnati



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall



The Society of the Cincinnati



Collection of Mr. and Mrs. William A. Marshall


