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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)                                                        
“To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event… the mutual friendships 
which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many instances 
cemented by the blood of the parties…”







The American 
Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 
★ established our republic, 
★ created our national identity, 
★ and articulated our highest ideals—

 freedom, liberty, equality, civic responsibility, and
 natural and civil rights.



“THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION DID NOT COMPLETE THE WORK 
OF CREATING A TRULY FREE SOCIETY, which requires overcoming 
layers of  social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of  
institutionalized oppression that have accumulated over many 
centuries, as well as eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed 
that support them. One of  the fundamental challenges of  a political 
order based on principles of  universal right is that it empowers 
ignorant, bigoted, callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same 
way it empowers the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political 
progress in free societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with 
periods of  energetic change interspersed with periods of  inaction or 
even retreat. THE WISEST OF OUR REVOLUTIONARIES UNDERSTOOD 
THIS and anticipated that creating a truly free society would take 
many generations.”







January 6 – South Carolina Teachers Workshop, Georgetown SC 
“The American Cause… is the Cause of Liberty” 

February 8 – Virginia Teachers Workshop, Richmond VA 
“Revolutionary Reflections: Lafayette & the Legacy of the American Revolution”

March  20-22 – National Council for History Education, St. Louis MO
“Revolutionary Roots in St. Louis: the Battles of San Carlos & Cahokia…”

2025 Professional Development

July 13 – 19
MASTER TEACHERS 

SEMINAR
Washington, DC
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Spanish Participation in the 
American Revolution & 
the Battle of St. Louis



Louisiana as formerly 
claimed by France: now 
containing part of British 
America to the East & 
Spanish America to the West 
of the Mississippi
Thomas Kitchin
Ca. 1765
The Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection, The Society 
of the Cincinnati



Maps Geografico que Comprehende la Nueva 
Inglaterra, Nueva York, Nueva Jersey, 
Pensilvania, Maryland y Parte de Virginia
Tomas Lopez
Madrid, 1778
The Society of the Cincinnati



Printed pamphlet announcing Spain’s 
declaration of war against Great Britain
Martin de Mayorga
Mexico, 1779
The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson 
Collection, The Society of the Cincinnati

Real cedula de S.M. en que manifestando los justos motivos de 
su Real resolucion de 21. de Junio de este año, autoriza a sus 
vasallos Americanos
Madrid: En la imprenta de Pedro Marin, 1779 
The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection, The Society of the 
Cincinnati



L’Amérique 
Septentrionale, ou se 
remarquent les 
États-Unis
Louis Brion de la Tour
Paris: Chez Esnauts et 
Rapilly, 1779 
The Robert Charles 
Lawrence Fergusson 
Collection, The Society of 
the Cincinnati



Carte des États-Unis d'Amérique : et du 
cours du Mississipi
Louis Brion de la Tour
A Paris: Chez Esnauts et Rapilly
1784
The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson 
Collection, The Society of the Cincinnati
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital
/collection/p16923coll1/id/81 

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/81
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/81


St. Louis in 1780
Auguste Chouteau
1780
Missouri Historical Society
http://collections.mohistory.org/resource/1010018 

http://collections.mohistory.org/resource/1010018


Art Militaire, Fortification 
Tom I Planches, Plates XIII & XIV 
Encyclopédie, ou Dictionnaire Raisonné des 
Sciences, des Arts, et des Métiers
A. Le Canu, engraver

From Encyclopédie, ou Dictionnaire 
Raisonné des Sciences, des Arts, et des 
Métiers
Denis Diderot and Jean Le Rond d’Alembert
Paris: Chez Briasson, 1751-1765



Utiles para Gastadores & Plano y Perfil de un Cañon de Bronze…
Ca. 1700s
The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson Collection, The Society of the Cincinnati
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/594 

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/594


https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/3 

Carte des Etats-Unis de l’Amérique 
Suivant le Traité de Paix de 1783
Jean Lattré
Paris: Chez Lattré, 1784
The Robert Charles Lawrence Fergusson 
Collection, The Society of the Cincinnati

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll1/id/3




https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/video/t
he-battle-of-st-louis-and-the-attack-on-cahokia/ 

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/video/the-battle-of-st-louis-and-the-attack-on-cahokia/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/video/the-battle-of-st-louis-and-the-attack-on-cahokia/


American Revolution Institute Master Teacher Seminar: My Experience

Caitlin Smith            Olympia High School      Stanford, IL



Washington’s Legacy
Lesson Theme: The Dangers of Presidential Dualism in History & Perceived Legacies



My American 
Revolution 
Institute 
Lesson Plan 

Washington’s Legacy DBW 

Prompt: How does your 
understanding of 

George Washington 
differ from the 

intended legacy he and 
those around him 

wished that he would 
leave? 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tKx36M2ZZAJiecA4RY4_RR9XYsDRvPRv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111168306740342230993&rtpof=true&sd=true


Celebratory or Critical?

Letter to George Washington from Lewis Nicola, 22 May 1782
“I believe strong arguments might be produced for admitting [you] the 
title of king, which I conceive would be attended with some material 
advantages.”

This excerpt is taken from A Letter to George Washington responding to 
his Relinquishment of the Presidential Office by Jasper Dwight, 1796
“they will discover that the great champion of American Freedom, the 
rival of Timoleon and Cincinnatus, twenty years after the establishment 
of the Republic, was possessed of FIVE HUNDRED of the HUMAN 
SPECIES IN SLAVERY, enjoying the FRUITS OF THEIR LABOUR 
WITHOUT REMUNERATION, OR EVEN THE CONSOLATIONS OF 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION—that he retained the barbarous usages of 
the feudal system, and kept men in LIVERY” 

why not?

https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Washington/99-01-02-08500
http://catalog.societyofthecincinnati.org/InmagicGenie/opac_report.aspx?ReportName=OpacBrief&AC=QBE_QUERY&Type=opac
http://catalog.societyofthecincinnati.org/InmagicGenie/opac_report.aspx?ReportName=OpacBrief&AC=QBE_QUERY&Type=opac


Celebratory or Critical?
Except from a Letter from Thomas Paine to Washington, 30 July 1797 

“And as to you, sir, treacherous in private friendship (for so you have 
been to me, and that in the day of danger) and a hypocrite in public 
life, the world will be puzzled to decide, whether you are an apostate 
or an impostor; whether you have abandoned good principles, or 
whether you ever had any?”

Circular Letter from his Excellency George Washington, Headquarters 
in Newburgh June 8-21st 1783

“I have spent the prime of my life, for [the United States] whose sake I 
have consumed so many anxious days and watchful nights, and 
whose happiness, being extremely dear to me, will always constitute 
no inconsiderable part of my own” 

http://catalog.societyofthecincinnati.org/InmagicGenie/opac_report.aspx?ReportName=OpacBrief&AC=QBE_QUERY&Type=opac
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll4/id/614/rec/7
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll4/id/614/rec/7


Celebratory or Critical?
A Poem recited at the funeral of George 
Washington by Rev. Uzal Ogden 1799

The body comes! - we’ll meet it on the way,
With laurels ever green and branching palm,
Then lay it on his monument : hung round
With all his trophies and great acts, enroll’d 
In verse heroic, or sweet lyre song.

Coin commemorating George Washington’s 
funeral, 1800 
(pictured right)

http://catalog.societyofthecincinnati.org/InmagicGenie/opac_report.aspx?ReportName=OpacBrief&AC=QBE_QUERY&Type=opac
http://catalog.societyofthecincinnati.org/InmagicGenie/opac_report.aspx?ReportName=OpacBrief&AC=QBE_QUERY&Type=opac
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/discover-the-collections/medals/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/discover-the-collections/medals/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/discover-the-collections/medals/


Connecting the Revolution to the Midwest
American Revolution Institute Source 

15 Minute Small Group Investigation Stations 

Route Mapping Station
Trace Lafayette's Farewell 
Tour  journey from April 29, 
1825 to May 22, 1825 on a 
map of the Midwest. Mark 

the key cities visited. 
(Lesson Plan)

Primary Source Analysis Station
Examine newspaper clippings from 1825 
about Lafayette's visit. Analyze reception 

descriptions. Identify local community 
reactions. Compare historical 

perspectives.
(Lecture)

Revolutionary 
Connections Station

Read St. Louis Revolutionary 
battle secondary source. 

Discover Lafayette's military 
contributions in the 
Revolutionary War 

(Lesson Plan)

Etymology Station
Research the etymology of the cities 

below. Identify origin and cultural 
influence. (French Origin Names: St. 
Louis, Creve Coeur, Laclede. Native. 

American Origin Names: Chicago, 
Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin. European 
Settler Names: New Berlin, Hamburg, 

Luxembourg) (Lesson Plan)

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/exhibition/fete-lafayette-a-french-heros-tour-of-the-american-republic/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-legacy-of-the-revolution/the-marquis-de-lafayette-and-celebrity-culture/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/video/the-marquis-de-lafayette-and-his-farewell-tour/?vg=video-library&library=true
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-revolutionary-war/lafayettes-tumultuous-road-to-yorktown/
https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/master-teacher-lesson-plans/the-revolutionary-war/diplomacy-and-devotion-the-franco-american-alliance-in-the-age-of-revolutions/


Editable Lesson Plans 

Washington’s 
Legacy

Lafayette’s Farewell Tour 
Investigation Stations
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