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THE SOCIETY OF THE CINCINNATI (1783)                                                        
“To perpetuate therefore, as well the remembrance of this vast event, as the mutual       
friendships which have been formed under the pressure of common danger, and in many 
instances cemented by the blood of the parties…”







The American 
Revolution…

★ secured our national independence, 
★ established our republic, 
★ created our national identity, 
★ and articulated our highest ideals—

freedom, liberty, equality, civic responsibility, and 
natural and civil rights.



“THE REVOLUTIONARY GENERATION DID NOT COMPLETE THE WORK 
OF CREATING A TRULY FREE SOCIETY, which requires overcoming 
layers of  social injustice, exploitation, and other forms of  
institutionalized oppression that have accumulated over many 
centuries, as well as eliminating the ignorance, bigotry, and greed 
that support them. One of  the fundamental challenges of  a political 
order based on principles of  universal right is that it empowers 
ignorant, bigoted, callous, selfish, and greedy people in the same 
way it empowers the wise and virtuous. For this reason, political 
progress in free societies can be painfully, frustratingly slow, with 
periods of  energetic change interspersed with periods of  inaction or 
even retreat. THE WISEST OF OUR REVOLUTIONARIES UNDERSTOOD 
THIS and anticipated that creating a truly free society would take 
many 
generations.”



Freedom: The Enduring Importance of  the American Revolution

https://www.americanrevolutioninstitute.org/freedom/




January 6 – South Carolina Teachers Workshop, Georgetown SC 
“The American Cause… is the Cause of Liberty” 

February 8 – Virginia Teachers Workshop, Richmond VA 
“Revolutionary Reflections: Lafayette & the Legacy of the American Revolution”

March  20-22 – National Council for History Education, St. Louis MO
“Revolutionary Roots in St. Louis: the Battles of San Carlos & Cahokia…”

Professional Development

July 13 – 19
MASTER TEACHERS 

SEMINAR
Washington, DC









Receipt of Pay for Dick Freedom 
Hartford: 
Committee of the Pay Table, 
Connecticut Treasury Department
June 7, 1782
The Robert Charles Lawrence 
Fergusson Collection, 
The American Revolution Institute of 
the Society of the Cincinnati
 
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digit
al/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721


FOURTH CONNECTICUT REGIMENT
Dick Freedom (Wallingford) 1778-83
Cuff Liberty (Middletown) 1777-83

� Battle of Germantown (1777)

� Defense of Ft. Mifflin (1777)

� Valley Forge encampment (1777-78)

� Battle of Monmouth (1778)

� Storming of Stony Point (1779)

� all-Black Second Company formed (1780-1781)

� deployed w/First Rhode Island Regiment (1781-82)

� Yorktown Campaign (1781)
Black Revolutionary War Patriots Memorial preliminary figure, Ed Dwight, 1992
The American Revolution Institute of the Society of the Cincinnati
https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721

https://cdm16923.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/p16923coll3/id/1721


The Power of 
the Pen

Mercy Otis Warren and 
Catharine Macaulay

Rachel Nellis
Research Services Librarian



“Patriotic mothers nursed the infancy of  
freedom…They willingly shared inevitable 
dangers and privations, relinquished 
without regret prospects of  advantage to 
themselves, and parted with those they 
loved better than life, not knowing when 
they were to meet again. It is almost 
impossible now to appreciate the vast 
influence of  woman's patriotism upon the 
destinies of  the infant republic. ”

Elizabeth Ellet

By Unknown author - American Female Poets anthology (found at 
[www.librarycompany.org/women/portraits/osgood.htm librarycompany.org]), 
Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=3614549 1900 edition



“The name Mercy Warren belongs to American history. In 
the influence she exercised, she was perhaps the most 
remarkable woman who lived at the Revolutionary Period.”



The Adulateur (1772)

The Bloody Massacre Perpetrated in King Street 
Boston, Paul Revere, 1770. Gilder Lehrman Institute of  
American History.

Thomas Hutchinson by Edward Truman, 1741, 
Massachusetts Historical Society



Poems: The Squabble of  the Sea Nymphs

Americans throwing the cargoes of  the Teaships into the river, at Boston, 1789, W.D. Cooper, Library of  
Congress



Poems, Dramatic and Miscellaneous 
(1790)



Poems: To the Hon. J. WINTHROP, Esq.

Prudentia sigh'd—shall all our country mourn,
A powerful despot's low'ring, haughty frown,
Whose hostile mandates, sent from venal courts,
Rob the fair vintage, and blockade our ports;
While troops of  guards are planted on each plain,
Whose crimes contagious, youth and beauty stain?
…
Let us resolve on a small sacrifice,
And in the pride of  Roman matrons rise;
Good as Cornelia, or a Pompey's wife,
We'll quit the useless vanities of  life.



Poems: A. Hamilton



History of  the Rise, Progress, and 
Termination of  the American 
Revolution (1805)



The Miriam and Ira D. Wallach Division 
of Art, Prints and Photographs: Print 
Collection, The New York Public 
Library. "Macaulay, Catharine." New 
York Public Library Digital Collections. 
Accessed August 17, 2023. 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/5
e66b3e8-c901-d471-e040-e00a180654
d7



“Will not succeeding generations be Astonished when 
told that this Maritime City was Blokaded at a period 
when her Commercial interests were closely interwoven 
with those of  Britain…But tho America stands Armed 
with Resolution and Virtue, she still Recoils at the 
thought of  Drawing the sword against the state from 
whence she derived her Origen, tho that state like an 
unnatural parent has plung’d her dagger into the Bosom 
of  her affectionate offspring…The Boston port Bill 
occasions such a stagnation of  commerce as is felt in 
Every Villa of  the Massachusets….The Legislative Body 
is prevented meeting, the Executive officers Rendered 
incapable of  acting, & the courts of  justice shut 
up…Heaven only knows how long we can continue in 
this state….Will you pardon me Madam if  I own that my 
Apprehensions are sometimes Awake least Britain should 
be infatuated enough to push the unhappy Americans to 
the last appeal. I behold the civil sword Brandish’d over 
our Heads & an innocent Land Drenched in Blood…”

Mercy Otis Warren to Catharine Macaulay, December 1774



27
The Able Doctor, or America Swallowing the Bitter Draught, [London: London 
Magazine, April, 1774]. The Society of  the Cincinnati.

A satirical print symbolizing the Intolerable Acts depicting members of  Parliament restraining and 
forcing “America” to drink tea. The British Prime Minister, Lord North, is pouring the tea and has the 
Boston Port Bill in his pocket. Spain and France watch the scene while Britannia looks away.



28

Denouncement of Repressive Acts

“With an entire supineness, 
England, Scotland, and Ireland 
have seen the Americans year 
by year, stripped of  the most 
valuable of  their rights.”



“You will be left to 
the bare possession 
of your foggy 
islands.”

“Then will you become an easy prey to the 
courts of  France and Spain, who, you may 
depend upon it, will fall upon you as soon 
as they see you fairly engaged in a war with 
your Colonists.”



“Rouse, my 
countrymen!”
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After the War



After the War

32

“Her principles endeared her to 
the Americans, who were willing 
to bestow lasting honor on such 
as had distinguished themselves 
by the sword or the pen in 
defence of  their opinions.”

The Women of  the Revolution by Elizabeth Ellet, 1848.

Catharine Macaulay, née 
Sawbridge, by Robert Edge Pine, 

circa 1775. National Portrait 
Gallery.














